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JAZZ BY THE SEA 
 
 

(featuring JAZZANOVA) ‐ some of the best funk, soul and jazz 
heard on the island lately, presented by AKASHA Villas: 

 
“In Hinduism Akasha means the basis and essence of all things in the material world; 
the smallest material element created from the astral world. It is one of the 
Panchamahabhuta, or "five great elements"; its main characteristic is Shabda (sound). 
In Hindi and Gujarati, the meaning of Akasha is sky.  
The Nyaya and Vaisheshika schools of Hindu philosophy state that Akasha or ether is 
the fifth physical substance, which is the substratum of the quality of sound. It is the 
One, Eternal, and All Pervading physical substance, which is imperceptible.  
According to the Samkhya school of Hindu philosophy, Akasha is one of the five 
Mahābhūtas (grand physical elements) having the specific property of sound.” 
Wikipedia 
 
Following up the concept of this villa enterprise and taking advantage of the Java Jazz 
Festival, event organizer and manager, Nicolas Sebayang, recruited international 
performers creating a memorable evening and perhaps turning point in Balinese jazz 
concert history saying,” This is all about creating beautiful moments, with taste, vision 
and generosity..” 
 
The event was held at the stunning sea front grounds of The Phalosa, a brand new 
venue adjacent to the villas that provided for sunset scenes and invaluable space for 
dance enthusiasts. And yes, especially those who believe to have seen better days in 
relation to sentiment and feelingful passion in music had a great time! We let our hair 
loose in rhythm. Others stood in awe of the happening and plugged in to the good vibes. 
 
Smooth jazz artists like Brian Simpson, Steve Harvey and Michael Johnson started the 
ball-game with Balawan and band livening up, followed by Berlin-based Jazzanova 
(modern jazz/soul) featuring Smoothie, Paul Randolph and ending off with the hot voice 
and moves by Afrodite and Breakestra playing soul-funk from LA. 
 
Grand finale was an enlightening jam session inviting Ryo, Stefano, Sylvia van Swieten, 
Micky and others - divine! I would say it was almost spiritual! Catch it next time around 
as Nicolas promises, “Be ready for next one, I can already tell that it will be incredible!” 
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